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Prelude                       Prelude on truro and duke street                  Mozart
             
Welcome and Invocation                                                  Angela Blizzard

Music for Meditation      O God Beyond All Praising                  thaxted                    
All are encouraged to use this time as intentional preparation for the worship of God.

                                                                           
Gospel Reading                        Matthew 11:1-11                  Richard Kremer
  
Hymn 172                       Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                  ellacombe

     Hosanna, loud hosanna the little children sang;
through pillared court and temple the lovely anthem rang.
To Jesus, who had blessed them, close folded to his breast,
the children sang their praises, the simplest and the best.

      From Olivet they followed among the joyful crowd
the victor palm branch waving, with singing clear and loud.

The Lord of earth and heaven rode on in lowly state,
nor scorned that little children should on his bidding wait.

      “Hosanna in the highest!” that ancient song we sing,
for Christ is our Redeemer, the Lord of heaven, our King.
O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice,

and in his blissful presence eternally rejoice.
                    . 
Children’s Sermon                                                                 Leigh Halverson

The Lord’s Prayer

Epistle Reading                       Acts 16:6-10                   Leigh Halverson             

Hymn 175                   All Glory, Laud, and Honor            st. theodulph
  

 All glory, laud, and honor to Thee, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

Thou art the King of Israel, Thou David’s royal Son, 
who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and Blessed One. 



The company of angels are praising Thee on high; 
and we with all creation in chorus make reply. 

The people of the Hebrews with palms before Thee went; 
our praise and prayer and anthems before Thee we present. 

To Thee, before Thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise; 
to Thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise. 

Thou didst accept their praises, accept the praise we bring, 
who in all good delightest, Thou good and gracious King!

Old Testament Reading       Genesis 50:15-21                 Leigh Halverson

Pastoral Prayer                                                               Richard Kremer

Ministry of Music       He Is Exalted/His Name is Wonderful       Angela Blizzard                                                                           

Scripture Reading                  Romans 1:8-15                   Richard Kremer

Sermon       “Holy Detours and Fruitful Dead Ends”     Richard Kremer

Hymn of Response 350       Blessed Be the Name                 blessed name

O for a thousand tongues to sing,
Blessed be the name of the Lord!
The glories of my God and King!
Blessed be the name of the Lord!

Refrain:
Blessed be the name, blessed be the Name,

Blessed be the name of the Lord!
Blessed be the name, blessed be the Name,

Blessed be the name of the Lord!

Jesus! the name that calms our fears,
Blessed be the name of the Lord!

’Tis music in the sinner’s ears,
Blessed be the name of the Lord! [Sing Refrain]

He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin,
Blessed be the name of the Lord!

His blood can make the foulest clean,
Blessed be the name of the Lord! [Sing Refrain]

Celebrations and Concerns                                              Richard Kremer                           

Pastoral Benediction                  
 
Postlude                                   All Glory, Laud, and Honor                         Schack



from the pastor

We extend Christian sympathy to Dr. Kremer and Melissa and their family in the death of Dr. Kremer’s mother, Eleanor Steele Kremer.

sympathy

My Beloved Vineville Baptist Family,

President Trump announced last Sunday that he was recommending that Americans extend our nation’s “social distancing” policy 
through the end of April. That being the case, Church Council Chair Todd Smith, Deacon Chair Kathy Kendrick and I felt as if we 
had no choice but to suspend all activities on the church campus through April. 
 
We had already suspended activities at the church through Saturday, April 11.  We knew that we would have to livestream all of the 
Holy Week services on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  But now we will have to livestream only our Easter service.  Argggh!  
I cannot express to you how frustrating this is for me, not to gather with you on Easter Sunday, save remotely.   But we have no 
choice.  Your health, the health of our overall community, and the welfare of our wider region demands that we continue to wor-
ship only through livestreaming.
 
Note this important fact! Since our wonderful organist Ann Caldwell is having to make the trip from Milledgeville alone, she 
requested that we move next week’s Holy Week services up to 6:30 pm so as to allow her to make the trek home by dusk.   So, if 
you want to witness the Holy Week services in real time, know that the services on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday will start at 
6:30 pm.
 
Next week will also mark another first:  we will attempt a “remote Lord’s Supper” on Maundy Thursday.  I will say the words of 
the ordinance as I always do, but you will be invited to provide your own bread and drink for the ceremony.  I don’t know how 
exactly this will work, but, hey, circumstances call us to be creative!   So be prepared next Thursday to engage in an old act in a 
new way.

I hope you are continuing to access my Pick-Me-Ups and the Bible study in John.  I hope you are also enjoying the delightful of-
ferings of music and lessons that Angela and Leigh have been providing, too.  As I have said often lately, we cannot see you, but 
at least you can see us.  I apologize that my dear mother’s passing necessitated the slight delay of some of our postings this past 
week, but we did the best we could under the circumstances.
 
Speaking of my mother’s passing, please know that I am deeply appreciative of all of the texts, emails and cards that I have 
received from so many of you.  I have told many of you in the wake of the loss of your own dear ones that God often grants us 
“God’s anesthesia” after losing a beloved friend or family member.  I mean by that phrase that life often doesn’t seem quite real in 
our first stage of grief.  I feel that way, too.  Of necessity, I am staying incredibly busy, but sometimes I feel like I am operating on 
auto-pilot – walking through a fog.  But I know that this, too, will pass.
 
Thanks to everyone who participated in the Red Cross Blood Drive this past Thursday.  This was one concrete way that some of us 
could make a small contribution to alleviating our national crisis.
 
Again, I am saddened that we will only be able to worship together by livestream through the month of April.  But at least we have 
the technical capability to worship together in this fashion.  Mike Sharpe, Charles Schaible, and Gene Welch among others, are 
working hard to keep our church’s life before your eyes, and we are also indebted to the invaluable skills of Leigh Halverson and 
Jody Thornton.     
 
I look forward to the Sunday of May 3, which looms as the next time we hope to be able to gather together. But I am aware that 
even if this blessed moment happens, we will need to reshuffle a host of church events.  The deacon election, the youth-led service, 
the deacon installation service, all of these will need to be re-scheduled.  But flexibility must be the order of the day.   I will see 
you Palm Sunday. Or rather, you will see me.

A word from your pastor,  
Dr. Richard Kremer
 



A Convenient Option for Giving

The QR code can be scanned with your smartphone and  it will direct you to the VBC giving website.

Deacon of the Week

Stewardship Report as of March 29

Budget Offering                       $24,954
Following Christ 2 (ytd)              $2,637
 
ytd Budget Contributions         $188,613

The Deacon of the week is Richard Purser.  Next week is Mike Sharpe.

Richard Kremer                                      Pastor
Angela Blizzard       Minister of Music & Youth
Leigh Halverson               Minister to Family & 
                                                        Education
Peggy Jones                Financial Administrator
Jody Thornton    Administrative Assistant
Ginny Ferguson                     Receptionist
Sandra Head         Music Ministry Coordinator
Tonia Boyd            Weekday Morning School
Kathy McCray                                Higher Life

Church Council             Todd Smith                 474-6333
Deacon Ministry            Kathy Kendrick                256-3468
Grief Ministry                 Nell Jones                 960-6195
Homebound                    Ann Purser                477-7549
Media Center                  Kay Defore                476-9986
Men’s Ministry              Todd Smith                474-6333
Missions                            Jim Jones                 757-8411                
Senior Adults-XYZ        Jackie Odom              746-1716
Sunday School               Jeane Easom              719-1289

Our Lay Leadership

Our Staff

ZOOM with us!

Technology is serving as a wonderful gift in keeping us connected during this time of separation.  The primary tool we are begin-
ning to use is called ZOOM.  This is a web based application that creates virtual experiences with others who participate in the 
same call.  If you have an active email address and have NOT received a message from Leigh please send her an email at 
lhalverson@vbcmacon.org with ZOOM in the subject line.  If you do NOT have an active email address and would like to 
participate in ZOOM please contact your church Deacon.  Thanks!


