Baptist Church
The Worship of God
Ann Caldwell, organist

Thanksgiving Sunday
Prelude

Handel

Thanks Be to God

Welcome and Invocation

Richard Kremer

Music for Meditation

We Gather Together

Scripture Reading

Matthew 13:31-32

arr. Larson

All are encouraged to use this time as intentional preparation for the worship of God.

Hymn 372

Leigh Halverson

Come, Ye Thankful People Come st. george’s windsor
1. Come, ye thankful people, come,
Raise the song of harvest home;
All is safely gathered in,
Ere the winter storms begin;
God our Maker doth provide
For our wants to be supplied;
Come to God’s own temple, come,
Raise the song of harvest home.
2. We ourselves are God’s own field,
Fruit unto His praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown,
Unto joy or sorrow grown;
First the blade, and then the ear,
Then the full corn shall appear:
Lord of harvest, grant that we
Wholesome grain and pure may be.
3rd verse: Brass and Organ
4. Even so, Lord, quickly come,
Bring Thy final harvest home;
Gather Thou Thy people in,
Free from sorrow, free from sin,
There, forever purified,
In Thy presence to abide;
Come, with all Thine angels come,
Raise the glorious harvest home.

Children’s Sermon

Leigh Halverson

*The Lord’s Prayer
We invite everyone to stand as we all say Lord’s Prayer together.
Ministry of Music

Pastoral Prayer

Give Thanks (Now Thank We All Our God)

John Fry, Sr

Richard Kremer

Doxology

OLD 100TH

Scripture Reading

Romans 1:14-17

Sermon

“By This Sign You Will Conquer”

Hymn 377

There Is a Redeemer/Doxology

Richard Kremer
Richard Kremer
GREEN/OLD 100TH

There is a Redeemer –Jesus God’s own Son;
Precious Lamb of God Messiah, Holy One.
Thank You, O my Father, for giving us Your Son,
And leaving Your Spirit till the work on earth is done.
When I stand in glory, I will see His face;
There I’ll serve my King forever in that holy place.
Thank You, O my Father, for giving us Your Son,
And leaving Your Spirit till the work on earth is done.
Praise God from whom all blessing flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him, above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen!

Celebrations and Concerns

Richard Kremer

*Pastoral Benediction

Richard Kremer

*Postlude

Now Thank We All Our God

arr. Mueller

From the Pastor
Our 2021 Church Budget
On Monday, November 9, 2020, the Finance Committee met (in a masked and socially distanced manner) to approve the proposed
2021 budget for Vineville Baptist Church of $978,049.60. This figure represents an increase of $18,360.91 over the 2020 budget.
Church Council Chair Todd Smith circulated this budget among the Church Council, where it received overwhelming support.
Obviously, developing a budget for the coming year was no easy venture. We couldn’t take 2020 expenditures or receipts as a
reliable guide to predicting the future, because we spent little money related to programs in this COVID-19 era, and our receipts
during the economic distress of the pandemic have been sharply reduced as well.
The proposed increase of slightly more than $18,000 accommodates unavoidable increases in operating costs. $7,800 of that
increase will go to improve our audio-visual capabilities, a necessary investment since, for obvious reasons, we have had to expand
our livestreaming budget. Moreover, our antiquated telephone system recently quit on us, and we have had to purchase an entirely
new phone system, which accounts for another $8,000 increase. A few other unavoidable building operating costs account for
another $4,000 or so. Our personnel budget actually went slightly down. We have three staff anniversaries to recognize with small
monetary gifts this year, but we afforded no raises for the staff, and because some of our staff attained an age when they can opt for
Medicare, our medical insurance outlays actually went down. All other budgets were funded at their 2020 levels.
Generally speaking, what has saved the church budget during this pandemic year was the Payroll Protection Plan. You will recall
that the Church Council approved our submitting an application to be included in this federally-funded program, and we received
$127,000 as a loan that would be forgiven as a grant if we abided by the terms of the PPP, which we have scrupulously observed.
Though to date we have spent about $70,000 more than we have received in terms of our church budget, and though we have
incurred expenses over receipts of about $30,0000 with regard to our Morning School and Higher Life programs, the PPP money
has kept us from having to dip into our cash reserves. Since our end of year receipts usually bring a healthy bump to our budget,
we do not anticipate having to make use of our cash reserves at all in 2020.
Of course, there may not be a PPP program offered in 2021. If that is the case, and if the budget the church approves proves to be
radically ambitious, the Finance Committee is resolved to make major changes in the budget next year rather than dip heavily into
our cash reserves. Only time will tell if such action is necessary.
Should anyone want a detailed breakdown of our budget categories, we have this information available and can mail you a copy
upon request, but we deemed sending out a detailed budget to everyone financially impractical. Should you have questions, feel
free to contact Finance Chair Bob Willingham or me.

Don’t forget to select an angel from the Angel tree, located in the sanctuary anteroom. Salvation Army Christmas stockings are
available there, too. Thanks to everyone who brought food for the Thanksgiving boxes. And thanks to Norma Thompson, who
has volunteered to administer the organizing of the boxes this year.
I hope you have already submitted your Advent Devotional on your “Favorite Christmas Tradition,” but if not, it is not too late to
compose one this afternoon or evening and email it in. Jody Thornton’s email is jthornton@vbcmacon.org. Melissa’s is
melissakremer58@gmail.com. Thanks to everyone who has already submitted their entry. I know this will be a meaningful aspect
of our Advent observance. The Advent booklets should be ready for pick-up by next Sunday, the first Sunday of Advent, November 29. I would add that we will observe communion, in a socially-distanced and safe manner, next Sunday as well.
DON’T FORGET: if you would like to order a poinsettia in memory or honor of someone, please get your order in soon. The
cost is $20, and we will employ the poinsettias as part of our Hanging of the Green service on Sunday, December 6. The deadline
for placing an order is Monday, November 30. Act quickly!
Finally, even if you haven’t signed up ahead of time, plan to share a Thanksgiving meal with us after the service today. We have
plenty of food. Come, let us break bread together!
A word from your pastor,
Dr. Richard Kremer

sympathy
We extend Christian sympathy to the following families:
Linda Carson and her family in the death of her sister, Diane Carson.
Betty Jones and her family in the death of her husband, Jack.
Katie Tate and her family in the death of her husband, Sid.
Kenneth and Melissa Kuipers and their family in the death of their brother-in-law,
Bill Montgomery.

in memorium
Sid Tate

January 8, 1933 - November 13, 2020

singles Ministry
Hey singles, are you receiving communication on behalf of the Singles Ministry? If not and you want to, please email Leigh so
you can be added to that distribution list. We want you to be a part of the fun things this ministry area is pursuing!
Singles Bible Study
The next Singles Bible Study will be at the home of Cliff Skelton on December 1.

Your participation in our Angel Tree
Ministry gives over 1,000 children in Bibb
County a Christmas to remember!
The Angel Tree is located outside the
church office.

Furniture donations needed
We are accepting donations of furniture for the Mentor’s Project. Please contact Angela Blizzard or Jennifer Kelly if you have
appliances or furniture items to donate, and we will check with June O’Neal to see if the items are something the organization can
use. We have already been able to donate a twin mattress to a child in need. Thank you for your consideration.

Favorite Christmas Traditions

SUBMIT YOUR ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
DEADLINE: NOVEMBER 22
Submit your favorite artwork and/or devotional to
jthornton@vbcmacon.org or
melissakremer58@gmail.com

FALL BAZAAR
ITEMS FOR SALE!
ROOM M-106

Donations of gently used items
are being accepted

Morning school volunteers
Our Morning School is in need of volunteers. If you would be willing to help, please contact Tonya Boyd: tboyd@vbcmacon.org
or 743-9366

Free conference call
We are taking a break due to technical difficulties. Stay tuned for more information.

Stewardship Report as of November 15
STEWARDSHIP
Budget Offering
Following Christ 2 (ytd)
ytd Budget Contributions

$13,980
$9,051
$645,835

A Convenient Option for Giving
The QR code can be scanned with your smartphone and it will direct you to the VBC giving website.

Deacon of the Week
The Deacon of the week is Rob Wilson. Next week is Jerry Bentley.

Our Staff
Richard Kremer
Angela Blizzard
Leigh Halverson
Peggy Jones
Jody Thornton
Ginny Ferguson
Sandra Head
Tonia Boyd
Kathy McCray

Pastor
Minister of Music & Youth
Minister to Family &
Education
Financial Administrator
Administrative Assistant
Receptionist
Music Ministry Coordinator
Weekday Morning School
Higher Life

Our Lay Leadership
Church Council
Todd Smith
Deacon Ministry
Peggy Hindsman
Grief Ministry
Nell Jones
Homebound
Ann Purser
Media Center
Kay Defore
Men’s Ministry
Todd Smith
Missions
Claire Whitaker
Senior Adults-XYZ
Jackie Odom
Sunday School
Jeane Easom

474-6333
719-5203
960-6195
477-7549
476-9986
474-6333
955-7323
746-1716
719-1289

