Baptist Church
The Worship of God
Ann Caldwell, organist; Don Kendrick, pianist

First Sunday of Advent
Prelude

arr. Ferguson

Fantasia on ITALIAN HYMN

Welcome and Invocation
Music for Meditation

Richard Kremer
arr. Larson

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Lighting of the Candle Hope

John Kelly, Chair of Deacons

Pastor:
People
Pastor:
People:

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.
O Come, Desire of nations bind, all peoples in one heart and mind.
Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; Fill the whole world with
heaven’s peace.
Pastor: Rejoice!
People: Rejoice!
Pastor: And on this first Sunday of Advent we light the Candle of Hope

Congregational Response Song

mueller

The candle of hope is a symbol of faith,
We trust and we wait on the Savior today.
For Jesus Messiah, the promise, the way,
Give strength in our waiting, we humbly do pray.

*Hymn 79

veni emmanuel

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Children are invited to come forward to organ-side on the final stanza.

Children’s Sermon

Annabelle Whitehead

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebration of New Members
Ministry of Music

Sunshine in My Soul

John Fry, Sr.

Scripture Reading

Jeremiah 33:14-16

Bob Willingham

*Hymn 96

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

houston

Scripture Reading

Proverbs 12:25

Ministry of Music

Joy of Longing Hearts

McDonald/Raney

“The Gift of Fezziwig”

Richard Kremer

Communion Homily
Invitation to the Table

Richard Kremer

Richard Kremer

Celebration of Communion
*Hymn 163

Wonderful Words of Life

words of life

*Celebrations and Concerns

Richard Kremer

*Pastoral Benediction

Richard Kremer

Congregational Benediction
*Postlude

The Lord’s Prayer

Trumpet Tune on wachet auf

malotte
Sobaje

From the Pastor
Let Us Hang the Green!
Welcome to the First Sunday of Advent! I hope everyone enjoyed a delightful and meaningful Thanksgiving week. We certainly
had a fabulous turnout for our Thanksgiving celebration Sunday last Sunday. Thanks to all who attended, and I am especially
grateful to our Outreach Committee and all who helped serve and clean up.
Another fabulous Sunday of worship beckons next week, our Hanging of the Green Sunday, the Sunday when we collectively
engage in decorating the sanctuary for the Advent and Christmas season. All ages will participate in this thrilling service, and it
provides a wonderful opportunity for inviting friends and neighbors. I am hoping that several of Morning School children and
their parents will be in attendance, as I have invited the Morning School children to take part in a living nativity scene as part of
the Hanging of the Green homily. It should be a really fun and emotionally moving day!
Remember that we will begin our Hanging of the Green Sunday with our annual Advent Breakfast. Melissa and her hearty band
of volunteers will provide us with a huge breakfast bar that will open at 8:15 a.m. Food will be served through 9:30 a.m. You can
eat a hearty breakfast and be on time for Sunday School! If you would like to help Melissa with breakfast preparation or serving
please call or contact her immediately! Her phone number is
704-491-9814.
Don’t forget to pick up your 2021 Advent Devotional booklet. Thanks to all who submitted an entry or work of art. I think everyone will find this particular theme of “Christmas Food for Thought” very interesting. Readings begin today and continue through
Christmas Day.
Please note that the Salvation Army Angel Tree stands outside the sanctuary. Every year the Salvation Army provides gift assistance through the Angel Tree and stockings to needy children in the Macon area. These children range in age from newborns to
twelve years old. Call Lynn Collier or Rita Peed if you have questions about the Angel Tree or the stockings.
Youth and college kids, Mrs. Kremer and I are looking forward to hosting you this coming Friday night, as you engage in a “Treasure Hunt.” Dinner will be served at 6 p.m., then the hunt will start about 7 p.m. and continue until 10 p.m. We will provide you
with refreshments afterward. Invite a friend!
Sunday, December 12th, will be a special Sunday in our Advent observance. During our 10:45 a.m. service the adult choir, accompanied by orchestra, will present Sing Christmas! This is another wonderful service to which you can invite guests.

Also, on Wednesday, December 15th, the children’s choirs will present their Christmas music program at 6:45 p.m., in the gym.
To help celebrate the occasion we will have a special supper that night!
The Sunday of December 19th will provide opportunity for another form of worship. You will soon be receiving your pledge card.
In our church conference on Wednesday, November 17, our congregation passed a 2022 budget of $938,312.71. During our worship on the 19th, we will provide you with an opportunity to bring your pledge card to the altar and thereby express in a
tangible way your desire to participate in this communal celebration of stewardship. If you cannot be present that day, please send
your pledge card in promptly.
Thanks also to everyone who provided food for the homeless meal this past Monday. It was, something of a somber meal for us.
Joel and Rita Peed had planned to serve to honor their daughter Claire’s memory, Claire who served the meal with such relish and
laughter last year. But Joel died a few hours before the dinner. And yet, Rita, dedicated servant of Christ that she is, prepared her
dressing and gravy anyway. And a lot of hungry people were fed. We will do it again Monday, December 20th.
You might not want to think about food right now, but the Morning School is holding an online bake sale auction on December 9
and 10. The Morning School is inviting church members to donate a favorite Christmas dessert. If you are willing to do so, contact Leigh Halverson by Wednesday, December 1. Bidding on items will begin on Thursday, December 9, on Facebook.
Finally, remember: our Christmas Eve “Carols, Candles and Communion” service will be at 5 p.m.
A word from your pastor,
Dr. Richard Kremer

sympathy
We extend Christian sympathy to Rita Peed and her family in the death of her husband, Joel.

in memorium
Joel Peed
May 23, 1945 - November 22, 2021

upcoming events and reminders

Our annual Salvation Army Angel Tree is up in
the ante-room along with Christmas stockings!
Your donation to needy children is greatly
appreciated as 1,081 Angels will be available
as a way of blessing many children in Middle
Georgia. Instructions are available for both
the Angel Tree and Stockings. Thank you!

Youth and Friends

December 3

XYZ resumes Thursday,
December 16 at 12 noon in the
Activities Building. Alan Parker
will present a Christmas
music program. Don’t miss it,
and spread the word!

Homemade jams and jellies
would make wonderful gifts
and they are still available in
The Bazaar Gift Shop. The
shop is open 20 minutes,
before and after our
Wednesday night supper.
Gifts for all ages are on
display. Gift baskets are
available daily in Room 106.

The Morning School is having a bake sale
with all proceeds from this auction supporting the Morning School. If you’re
eager to put your favorite Christmas dessert onto the tables of others, we’d love
for you to donate a baked item. If you’re
finding your salivary glands activating as
you read this then you’ll likely want to
support the Morning School by
bidding on these delicious goodies!
Whatever method you choose to use to
support VBMS is sure to hit the spot!
Bakers, please contact Leigh by 12/1
with information about your
contributions. Bidders, the auction will
go live on Facebook, December 9!

Deacon of the Week
The Deacon of the week is Mike Sharpe. Next week is Phil Nelson.

Stewardship Report as of November 21
STEWARDSHIP
Budget Offering
Following Christ 2 (ytd)
ytd Budget Contributions

$10,190
$4,550
$645,063

A Convenient Option for Giving
The QR code can be scanned with your smartphone
and it will direct you to the VBC giving website.
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