Baptist Church
The Worship of God
Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Prelude

Be Thou My Vision

Welcome and Invocation
Music for Meditation
Scripture Reading
*Hymn 396

arr. Limbaugh
Richard Kremer

Christ Is the World’s Light
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11
For Such a Time As This

arr. Warner
Angela Blizzard
melita

Children are invited to come forward to organ-side on the final stanza.

Children’s Sermon

Annabelle Whitehead

The Lord’s Prayer
Ministry of Music

Blessed Assurance

Pastoral Prayer

Stephen Hoy
John Fry, Sr.
Richard Kremer

*Hymn 159

Fairest Lord Jesus

mueller

Scripture Reading

Philippians 4:8-9

Richard Kremer

Ministry of Music

Nearer, My God, to Thee

arr. Hanson

Sermon

“Think Upon the Best”

Richard Kremer

*Hymn 71

Be Thou My Vision

slane

*Celebrations and Concerns

Richard Kremer

*Pastoral Benediction

Richard Kremer

*Postlude

Triumphal March

Handel

While You Were Away
I write this column in hope, expecting that by the time you read it on Sunday, January 16th, we are
back together in worship, having been forced apart for a period by the threat posed by the omicron
variant of COVID-19. I want to thank Kathy Kendrick and the Pandemic Advisory Team, in consultation with church council chair Mark Wood and deacon chair John Kelly, for acting so quickly in the
face of a medical emergency last week. And thanks to all who had a hand in spreading word about
the service’s cancellation. We still had a few worshippers who didn’t get the memo, but Charlie Jay
and I were there to greet them Sunday morning and send them back home. As painful as it was not to have church last Sunday or
Wednesday, our highest priority must be keeping everyone as safe as possible during a time when the highly contagious omicron
variant of COVID-19 is wreaking havoc in our community and country.
But church business must go on, even during a pandemic. So, if we are indeed worshipping today, I will call us into a brief business session to ask for your approval of our Part-Time Minister to Youth Search Committee. The proposed members of this committee are John Kelly, chair, Chuck Whitehead, and Kay DeFore. Presently, John and Chuck are taking the lead in ministering to
our young people, and Kay has one grandson who has just started in our youth program and another who soon will. This proposed
search committee has the unanimous approval of the Personnel Committee, and the need is sufficiently urgent for us to approve
their getting to work immediately. We are looking for someone, preferably seminary trained, to work with our young people
15 - 20 hours a week. Let us keep this committee and their work in our prayers.
Another committee to keep in our prayers is the Consignment Committee, for the Spring Consignment Sale looms fast on the horizon. We will receive items on Saturday and Sunday, February 19 and 20, and then the sale will happen on the Friday and Saturday
of February 25 and 26. As always, the committee will need a host of volunteers. Please contact Donna Wood if you can make
yourself available.
I hesitate to look too far ahead with regard to church events, because I really don’t know what events we will be able to hold –
or if we even should hold them. Tomorrow is the federal holiday honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and our office will be
closed for that occasion. But the office will be open the remainder of the week after Monday! There is a “Fifth Sunday Breakfast” planned for Sunday, January 30, but whether or not that event will be held as scheduled I couldn’t confidently say. As I
stated above, keeping everyone as safe as possible at a time when hundreds of Georgians are dying weekly of COVID-19 presents
us with a challenge that demands we be as flexible as possible.
One event I can say with some confidence will be held is the church river trip, July 14 thru July 16. Melissa called the Forest
Service at 8 a.m. on January 3 to reserve Apple Tree Group Camp, Site B. (I have been told the new shelter will be ready by then.)
I am sure that our camp barista, Chuck Whitehead, is already planning his “made to order” coffee offerings.
I can also speak with confidence about something that already has happened. Our youth area has been repainted and its furnishings significantly upgraded. This happened in December, when so much else was going on that I didn’t have space to mention it.
Thanks to everyone who had a hand in refreshing and refurbishing this area for our young people. If you have not have a chance
to view the “new look,” take a moment, climb the stairs, and relish the handiwork of several committed church people.
I would add this final word. None of us really knows how events will unfold in 2022. I remarked to Melissa a year or so ago,
“After forty years as a pastor, I really thought I would not face a situation that I have never faced before.” But this pandemic has
confronted me numerous times with challenges for which there was no precedent in my experience. I am sure it will present us
with more such challenges in the future. Bear with me and our entire church leadership as we sometimes “create solutions as we
go along.”
GO DAWGS!
Dr. Richard Kremer

let your voice be heard!
If you would like to join the sanctuary choir, contact Angela Blizzard: ablizzard@vbcmacon.org.

XYZ
XYZ meeting will be January 20 at 12:00 noon. The talented Claude Hicks will present a special musical program. Don’t miss it,
and bring a friend!

march

lhalverson@vbcmacon.org

Youth March Mission Madness
March 18-20

Registration for Consignors is now open!

church council meetings
Due to MLK Holiday and the Easter holiday, both January and April Church Council meetings will be moved back a week. These
meetings will be held on January 23 and April 24 after the 10:45 am worship service.

Deacon of the Week
The Deacon of the week is Frieda Underwood. Next week is Alisa Rehberg.

Stewardship Report as of December 26
STEWARDSHIP
Budget Offering
Following Christ 2 (ytd)
ytd Budget Contributions

$30,513
$4,958
$726,231

significant dates
Martin Luther King Holiday - January 17
(Office closed)
Ash Wednesday - March 2
Daylight Saving Time Begins - March 13
March Mission Madness - March 18-20
Spring Arrives - March 20
Palm Sunday - April 10
Good Friday - April 15
Easter - April 17 (Office closed April 18)
Mother’s Day - May 8
Memorial Day - May 30 (Office closed)
Father’s Day - June 19
Youth Summer Camp - June 20-25
Church River Trip - July 14-16

A Convenient Option for Giving
The QR code can be scanned with your smartphone
and it will direct you to the VBC giving website.

Our Staff
Richard Kremer
Angela Blizzard
Leigh Halverson
Peggy Jones
Jody Thornton
Ginny Ferguson
Sandra Head
Tonia Boyd
Kathy McCray

Pastor
Minister of Music
Minister to Family &
Education
Financial Administrator
Administrative Assistant
Receptionist
Music Ministry Coordinator
Weekday Morning School
Higher Life

Our Lay Leadership
Church Council
Deacon Ministry
Grief Ministry
Homebound
Media Center
Men’s Ministry
Senior Adults-XYZ
Sunday School

Mark Wood
John Kelly
Nell Jones
Ann Purser
Kay Defore
Todd Smith
Jackie Odom
Jeane Easom

957-7540
957-3819
960-6195
477-7549
476-9986
474-6333
746-1716
719-1289

